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For some U.S. visitors, ‘extreme vetting is

here
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FILE - This Feb. 19, 2014, file photo, shows WhatsApp and Facebook app icons on a smartphone in New York. Global messaging service WhatsApp says it will

start sharing the phone numbers of its users with Facebook, its parent company. That means WhatsApp users could soon start seeing more targeted ads on

Facebook, although not on the messaging ...
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On Sunday, President Trump tweeted that “we are EXTREME VETTING

people coming into the U.S. in order to help keep our country safe.”

While Trump used the term during the campaign, he hasn’t defined it. But
visitors to the country, whether traveling for work or pleasure, have been

learning one possible meaning: a close scrutiny of their use of social media.
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Visa applicants may be asked to fill out a new form, DS-5535, on which
they’'re meant to list five years’ worth of social media accounts and email

addresses and 15 years of jobs and residences.

State Department Seeks Tougher Visa Process
BV Wideo Elephant

in a push toward the "extreme vetting" sought by Donald Trump, The U.5. Department of State has
proposed tougher questioning of visa applicants who it believes need additional inspection. The added

criteria would apply to 65,000 people per year.
... More

The questionnaire, quietly approved by government agencies last month,

appears to be the administration’s first concrete step toward the vetting the
president ardently promised during his campaign. The form expires in

November.

Officials will only request the additional information when they determine
“that such information is required to confirm identity or conduct more

rigorous national security vetting,” a State Department official told Reuters.

“We’re getting into a lot of records that may need to be provided, like your
travel history,” said San Jose immigration attorney Chad Graham. “The fear
I have is that it could be very subjective. Then it comes down to who is going

to be doing the review.
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While disclosing the information is voluntary, “failure to provide this
information may delay or prevent the processing of an individual visa

application,” the form states.

Only a fraction of the millions of visas approved every year will see a
request for more information, experts said. But it could have an outsize

impact on foreign worketrs.

Ann Cun, a Bay Area immigration attorney, said this supplemental
questionnaire could be problematic for those overseas applying for
employment visas such as the H-1B or L-1. These visas allow foreigners to
work in the U.S. for a period of time, and are heavily used by tech companies
in the Bay Area. There are already long wait times for these visas to be
approved, impacting employers’ ability to start projects or know if they

need to hire someone else.

Even before this supplemental questionnaire was approved, Cun said she
was warning clients from Muslim-majority countries that they will likely

experience delays on their visa applications.

The administration “did not have success with the travel ban, and this
additional supplemental questionnaire can be interpreted as a

workaround,” she said.

Observers in both the Bay Area’s tech and travel industry are already
worried that Trump’s policies and rhetoric may discourage people from

coming to the U.S.

In a letter to the State Department last month, more than 50 academic

groups criticized the proposed screening procedures, saying the protocol
would fuel "uncertainties and confusion” for students and researchers

considering travel to the U.S.

Reaz Jafri, a New York immigration attorney, said some of his clients have
already been asked for such additional information. What is particularly

worrisome, he said, is that the reasons for the request are subjective.

“It’s one thing to ask where I've lived and worked for the last few years —
but it’s another thing to ask for my Instagram,” he said. “How is that being
used? If you're expressing opinions on America, or on President Trump,

does that disqualify you?”
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