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DONALD TRUMP SAYS HE'LL REFORM H-1B
VISA PROGRAM, BUT SO FAR HE'S MADE IT
MORE RESTRICTIVE TO IMMIGRANT WORKERS

BY NICOLE GOODKIND ON 1/11/19 AT 3:10 PM EST
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THE U.S. MAY ISSUE A SPECIAL
‘GENIUS VISA’ OR ‘ARTISTS’ VISA’
TO FOREIGN ENTRANTS...

A s the partial shutdown of the federal government wraps up its third week, President Donald

Trump suggested that he would be willing to compromise on a legal path to citizenship for
H1-B visa holders.

However, the president was vague about his intentions, and a path to citizenship for foreigners
here on temporary, speciality work visas would almost certainly require Congressional approval.

"H1-B holders in the United States can rest assured that changes are soon coming which will bring
both simplicity and certainty to your stay, including a potential path to citizenship,” the president
tweeted Friday. "We want to encourage talented and highly skilled people to pursue career options
in the U.S."

Buy American - Hire American

President Donald Trump speaks to workers at the headquarters of tool manufacturer Snap-On in Kenosha, Wisconsin,
on April 18, 2017. During the visit, Trump signed an executive order to try to bring jobs back to American workers and
revamp the H-1B visa guest worker program.
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H1-B visas are granted to workers with specialized skills and bachelor's degrees who have obtained
corporate sponsorship. The visas are valid for three years, and recipients are currently permitted to
apply for permanent residency but not citizenship. In the past, the president worked to make it
more difficult for H1-B visa holders to enter and stay in the country.

In November 2018, the president's Department of Homeland Security moved to reform the H1-B
visa program under the directive of Trump's "Buy American, Hire American" strategy. There are
currently 65,000 H-1B visas granted each year, and another 20,000 are given to people who hold
advanced degrees from American universities. The change would place advanced degree-holders
into that initial 65,000 cap and allow U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services to hand-select the
remaining 20,000 recipients.

The president also expressed a desire to increase the minimum
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Trump'’s Border Wall

The president did not elaborate on any of his plans for H1-B
reforms, and the White House did not immediately respond to
requests for comment. The language in the president's tweet,
however, was similar to his previous plans that worked to limit the program. "l've seen this
language from DHS officials. It is always bad for people using the program, but hope springs
eternal," Leon Fresco, a former Department of Justice immigration attorney, told Axios.

Do H1-B Visa Workers Steal
U.S. Jobs?

Chad Graham, a work-based immigration lawyer at law firm Graham Adair, told the San Francisco
Chronicle that Trump had likely confused the “path to citizenship” with “path to permanent
residency” in his tweet, and that in reality the president was not planning any new regulation.



